Marschall von Bieberstein for London

Paris, I$th-I4th May, 1912.

I am rather anxious about the happenings at Karlsruhe
last Saturday. I haven't got any news yet but a meeting of
that sort implies something serious. I can't conceive how
Marschall accepted the London post. He had reached the
end of his career and must have aspired only to be allowed
to rest. In London he will find a cool head in Paul Cambon.
The Times article makes it perfectly plain that they're making
a mistake in Berlin if they think they can detach England
from her entente with France.

The English think above all of what will be of greatest
advantage to themselves. One can be sure of that. In
Paris they're very preoccupied with Morocco. Everyone
is asking how the difficulty can be got over without sending
a hundred thousand men there which would weaken the
army in France. Germany would be able to profit by this
and fall upon her prey. In Berlin they are voting an increase
in the army to the formidable figure of seven hundred thousand
without taking into consideration the sacrifice in cash this
will cost the Nation or enquiring whether the man exists
who will be capable of commanding the formidable army
which will result.

It is a positively terrifying want of foresight. You have
read about all the aviation failures at Strasburg. This must
have annoyed them very much and just at the moment of
the Emperor's arrival too. The Berliner TageUatt says that
people are making much too much of a to-do over MarschalTs
appointment to London which will make his mission more
difficult. . . .

Paris, ijth May, 1912.

All Paris has been knocked flat by the Emperor's words
at Strasburg. He certainly couldn't have made a more suc-